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From the Executive DireCtor childhood initiative partnership with area hospitals, Family

Resource Center St. Croix Valley and other partners

September of 2009 marked - . ] ) o

] offered families opportunities for an in-hospital visit with
my fifteenth year as ] o ) S

) . ) an infant specialist, parenting classes and home visits if
Executive Director of this . )
o needed. Your generosity gave our children the chance to
organization. | started part i
flourish.

-time as the first employee

of the New Richmond- . i )
) We continued to provide major support for Grace Place,
based Greater St. Croix

County United Way. We

the transitional housing shelter, and for many other

) programs that help families meet basic needs. We funded
John Coughlin merged with the Hudson

Executive Director Area United Way five
United Way St. Croix Valley needs, strengthen children and families and promote
years later and began

more than 60 agencies that meet basic and emergency

) . ) ) health and independence. You made a difference in the
serving the entire county. We began serving Pierce . . )
_ . _ . lives of so many through your one gift to United Way.
County in 2006 following a merger with the United Way

located in River Falls. We also run a satellite campaign _ _ R

] ) United Way St. Croix Vall eybos
that helps residents of Burnett and Washburn Counties. . o

) ) ) communities, focus resources and inspire people to
United Way St. Croix Valley has grown in order to meet ) ] ] ) )
) ) ) measurably improve lives in Western Wisconsin. We are

the needs of area residents in the most cost-effective S

_ successful because of support from individuals,
manner possible. ] o

businesses, schools and other organizations. | am

] . N grateful for the effort of the Employee Campaign Leaders
| have had the opportunity to see, first-hand, the positive .
. ) who help make our workplace campaigns run smoothly. |
impact that the programs supported by our United Way ) _

. ] ] ) am grateful for the trust that each of you place in United
have had in addressing the issues of hunger, housing ) ) ) o
. ] ) Way St. Croix Valley to identify critical needs and to
insecurity and other basic needs. United Wayds Food
o ) create brighter futures for all.

Resource Center had its first full year of operation. We

helped supply a dozen food pantries, two shelters and o ) o ]
_ o ALive Unitedo is a Dblueprint
community meal programs. We distributed 202,158 ]
community programs. It encourages everyone to GIVE,
ADVOCATE and VOLUNTEER. | hope that you will

continue to partner with us as we identify and address

pounds of food and other household products during this
fiscal year. Our primary partners were grocer
SUPERVALU and Second Harvest Heartland. A local i
) local needs and support the human service networks that
pantry volunteer said, fAWe are sure \%/'I ad that you built th
) make Western Wisconsin a community of communities.

Food Resource Center when you did so that you were
ready to meettheeveri ncr easing need. 0 You, our
donors, helped us put food on the table for hungry i

- John Coughlin
families. Thank you! ] ]

Executive Director

United Way St. Croix Valley
| am incredibly proud that our Success By 6™ initiative

has supported and strengthened families and prepared

children to reach their full potential in school. This early
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ADVOCATE.

United Way
[S]uccess [6]
Developmental Screenings a Success

A partnership between several local agencies enabled
toddlers in Pierce and St. Croix Counties to receive free
developmental screenings this fall. United Way Success

By 6™, Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley and the

Of the 59 children who received screenings, several were

referred for further evaluation or for additional follow-up.

AUni ted Way St. Croix Valley
outcome of this new screening opportunity for children

ages 12 to 33 months, 0 said L
Executive Director John Cough

the positive impact that the Success By 6™ Leadership

Birth to Three programs in Pierce
and St. Croix Counties came
together to offer free 30-minute _ ~
screenings for children between the I
ages of 12 and 33 months.

g™

Screening sites included Trinity Success By

Boar doés
had

- John Coughlin,

Family Center in Hudson; Little
Adventures Childcare, River Falls; has
and Wisconsin Indianhead Technical
College in New Richmond.
Executive Director
Each screening focused on a specific
set of developmental tasks a child of

a certain age is likely to achieve.

grati fyi
positive impact that the
Leadership

recommeaddariteiran
f or

United Way St. Croix Valley

Boardbés recommendati on h

children, o he continued.

1 S e he.
gt.gCI’OIX (90unty glrt?l to Ii’hree Director Norma
Vrieze was also satisfied with the turnout and
explained the importance of the screenings for

AEarly identif

y 0 arankgy inddipingl cldldree avercome or
mi ni mize delays in devel
AiThe investment has high

reduced educational costs, greater personal

achievement and enhanced

For more information on United Way St. Croix

Parents were asked questions by an
chil dhood

Also during the session, the child was observed while

earl vy professional

playing with carefully selected toys. Every child was
screened in all areas of development including motor
skills learning, communication, social-emotional and
adaptive skills. The screening results assisted early
childhood professionals in identifying developmental
differences and in educating parents on how to best help

their child in areas of difficulty that their child may have.

The screenings had a successful turnout in all three
locations. In Hudson, 17 children were screened; 12 were
screened in River Falls; and 30 children were screened in

New Richmond.

Valley and Success By 6, visit
wvihwaunitedwdydtoeoix.org. Edn indrednfosmatmman| i t i e s
Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley, visit
www.frcscv.org. For more information on Birth to Three,

visit www.C0.saint-Croix.wi.us or www.co.pierce.wi.us.
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R&D Catering Banquet Facility

R&D Catering Banquet Facility held its wine tasting and
silent auction to benefit United Way and Salvation

Army's Grace Place Nov. 21, raising $7,300.

ifiWe are so grateful for everyt
Ready Randyés does to make 't he
said United Way St. Croix Valley Executive Director
John Coughlin. fAThe $7, 300 i ai

doors open at Grace Place. 0

United Way Executive Director John Coughlin and

St. Croix County Salvation Army Director Duana Event sponsors included Mix 105 FM, WIXK AM, Xcel

Bremer accept a check from Jackie Rivard, Banquet Energy - Hudson, Anchor Bank, First National
Manager and Randy Calleja, Owner of R&D Catering Community Bank, Edward Jones and Company and
Banquet Faciliy. the Office of Jill Schreck.

Coldwell Banker Burnet

Real estate agents from Coldwell
Banker Burnet held a silent auction at
Thanksgiving to raise money for United
Way. United Way St. Croix Valley
Executive Director John Coughlin
shapped the photo when he stopped
by to pick up the proceeds.

Standing (left to right): Brian Johnson,
Earl Mielke, Wayne Johnson, Mark

Johnson, Jean Moore, Tom Nielsen,
Nancy Mielke. Sitting (left to right): Bob
Nicholson, Sara Nielsen, Wendy

Swatzina.
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Local Hunger and Housing Summit
Provides Ideas, Inspiration

Citizens from around the St. Croix Valley area gathered

to discuss and learn about local hunger and housing

importance of working toward policy change.

Following the keynote address were two more speakers,
including a former resident of local transitional housing
Grace Place. He spoke to the significance of Grace Place

in his life, stating he turned his life around due to the

i ssues at ATransforming Communities: ummi t on
) ) suwprt and stability he received during his stay.
Hunger and Housing in Western isconsino hursday,

May 21 at Bethel Highlands Lutheran Church in Hudson.

The half-day summit, sponsored by ten local nonprofits,
featured several speakers including a keynote address

from University of Wisconsin-Extension Family Living
Educator Dr. Julie Keown-Bomar. Dr. Keown-Bo mar 6 s
work includes developing grassroots programs and
community initiatives to help limited-income families. Her
keynote focused on current poverty trends in the area,
including child poverty and food share increases, as well

as ways attendees could help their neighbors gain self-

United Way St. Croix Valley
Board member Jim Dahl said
the personal story was important
t he

need t

in getting
i We

that real people are affected by

sun

acr oss.

these issues and that local
groups and agencies really can
make a direct impact on

peoplebds | ives, 0 h

o fiHearing from some
sufficiency. ]
. benefited from Grace Place was
Dr. Julie Keown -Bomar
iSeeing the hard nBoimar ésin Dr . Keown a wonderful and inspiring way o
presentation really hit home, 06 United Waryerg'tr?dcqeocl'&levaqfl ety
Mar keting Associate Kate Smith said. ilt made me even

more motivated to work on these crucial issues in our
communities. o

The presentation stated that according to the University
of Wisconsin-Madi soné6s I nstitute f
the child poverty rate increased in both St. Croix and
Pierce Counties from 2005-2007, increasing more than
twelve percent in Pierce County alone. Food stamp

usage also increased more than fifty percent during the

period of 2007-2009 in both counties.

Dr. Keown-Bomar described simple ways attendees
could help with these issuesd helping people learn to
budget money, teaching literacy, coaching or creating a
brochure about local resources were a few of her
suggestions. She also stressed the importance of

focusing efforts to maximize results, as well as the

or

During the second part of the summit, attendees were
able to choose between either hunger or housing-focused
breakout sessions led by presenters from Second
Harvest Heartland, Habitat for Humanity, West CAP,
Grﬁcg Fs’l%c% 'Il'V\éO ﬁive&srglongngq)'t)éLlaqd } rust and
USDA Rural Development. Topics included creating the
ideal food pantry, increasing food availability, providing

stability to low-income families and foreclosure.

AfThe breakout sessi othaghwatr e e
and informative, 0 Dahl said.
to their cause was obvious. 0
The summit concluded with Con
discussions about ways attendees could improve hunger

and housing in the area. fAThe
my favorite parts of the sumn






