
 

 

 



 

 

 

Our 2010 year was one of 

change.  We began serving 

Polk County communities 

in July.  

 

Polk County has a long 

history of caring local 

people coming together to 

form community funds to 

help serve their 

communities. A number of 

years ago, several of the funds came together to form 

United Way of Polk County (UWPC), under the fiscal 

umbrella of United Way of Washington County - East in 

Stillwater, Minnesota.  In 2009, the UWPC Advisory 

Board began discussing strategic plans for expanding the 

United Way effort in Polk County. The area United Ways 

met for over a year to determine how to maximize our 

efforts, increase community involvement and minimize 

our operating costs to best serve the greater St. Croix 

Valley area on both sides of the river. Out of these 

discussions, the UWPC Advisory Board made a decision 

to change its affiliation to United Way St. Croix Valley.  

The United Way Board in Stillwater approved the 

requested reassignment of the Wisconsin zip codes and 

we accepted the zip codes. UWPC became part of 

UWSCV on July 1, 2010. 

 

Our United Way has served communities north of Polk 

County. We now serve Burnett, Pierce, Polk, St. Croix 

and Washburn Counties.  We welcome the change 

because it will help us coordinate and improve services in 

Western Wisconsin communities. United Way St. Croix 

Valley has grown in order to meet the needs of the 

communities that we serve. 

 

 

I have had the opportunity to see the positive impact that 

the programs supported by our United Way have had in 

addressing the issues of hunger, housing insecurity and 

other basic needs. United Wayôs Food Resource Center 

continued to supply needed products to food pantries, 

shelters and community meal programs. Our primary 

partners were grocer SUPERVALU and the Emergency 

Foodshelf Network.  

 

Our Success By 6
TM

 initiative has supported and 

strengthened families and prepared children to reach 

their full potential in school. This early childhood initiative 

partnership with area hospitals, Family Resource Center 

St. Croix Valley and other partners offered families 

opportunities for an in-hospital visit with an infant 

specialist, parenting classes and home visits if needed.  

Your generosity gave children the chance to flourish.  

 

We supported Grace Place, the transitional housing 

shelter, and many other programs that help families meet 

basic needs. We funded more than 60 agencies that 

meet basic and emergency needs, strengthen children 

and families and promote health and independence.  

 

Our mission is to unite communities, focus resources and 

inspire people to measurably improve lives in Western 

Wisconsin. We are successful because of you - our 

donors.  We are proud to help you strengthen your 

communities through one gift to United Way.  I am 

grateful for the trust that each of you place in us.   

 

We appreciate your commitment to LIVE UNITED - 

to give advocate and volunteer.  Western Wisconsin is a 

better place because we are united to make it so.  

 

John Coughlin 

Executive Director 

United Way St. Croix Valley 
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To help launch the fall 2010 campaign, United Way St. 

Croix Valley joined United Way Worldwide in encouraging 

sports fans to participate in Back to Football Friday on 

September 10. Back to Football Friday celebrated the 

United Way and NFL PLAY 60 partnership to end 

childhood obesity and advance youth health and 

wellness.  

 

Fans showed their NFL team pride at work and school by 

wearing their jersey or team colors. One lucky participant 

even won a trip for two to the 2011 Super Bowl. For more 

information on Back to Football Friday, visit http://

liveunited.org/pages/backtofootball.  
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United Way St. Croix Valley Executive Director and avid 
Packer fan John Coughlin getting into the spirit on Back 
to Football Friday.  

United Way Staff on Back to Football Friday.  
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United Way St. Croix Valleyôs first online auction 

fundraiser raised $3,516.82 to support programs that 

provide basic needs such as food and shelter. The 

auction ran from June 1 to July 13 and featured items 

donated by more than 60 local businesses and 

community members. 

One hundred items were up for bidding over the course 

of the first five weeks, and the final week featured a last 

call for purchases on a first-come first-serve basis at 

discounted prices. Items for sale included timeshare use 

in Mexico, a pool table, Apple River Country Splash 

concert tickets, a boat cruise on Lake Mallalieu and a 

variety of gift certificates. 

United Way St. Croix Valley extends its thanks to the 

businesses and individuals who donated to the auction: 

In-Kind Donors  

Alison Scott 

AmericInn ï New Richmond 

Anytime Fitness ï Hudson 

Apple River Country Splash 

Artful D®cor 

Bob Smithôs Sports Club 

Bristol Ridge Golf Course 

Cara Bella Skin Care Studio & Day Spa 

Carlen Enterprises 

Cedar Lake Speedway 

Christineôs Jewelry 

Cold Stone Creamery - Hudson 

Diane K. Stewart 

Econofoods ï River Falls 

Elliott Interior Design 

Family Fresh Market ï Hudson 

Float-Rite Park 

Greatonôs Jewelers 

Green Bay Packers 

Gwen Gierke 

Hair Company Salon and Day Spa 

Heidiôs Hallmark 

Hudson Bagel & Coffee Co. 

Inspiring Actions 

John and Christine Weigel 

Kate Smith 

Kelley Gallery Art & Frame 

Lady Katherine 

Lillians 

Loriôs Massage and Day Spa 

Lynhurst 

Maria Emmerich 

Milwaukee Brewers 

Milwaukee Bucks 

Most Health Mart Pharmacy 

Nancy Smith 

Native Whispers Healing 

Neil Gaiman 

New Richmond Area Centre 

Nita Dusek Photography 

North Shore Retreat Massage & Day Spa 

Philanderôs Grill & Bar 

Picture Perfect Studios 

Ptacekôs IGA 

River City Stitch 

Russellôs Sport óN Bike 

Ryan and Shelly Williams 

Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 

Skits Outreach Services, Inc. 

Squeaky Clean Homes 

Subway ï Prescott 

Sweet Butter Cakery 

The Bake Shop and More 

The Cobblestone 

The Vineyard 

Tractor Supply Company 

Treadmill Sports 

Valley Bar & Grill 

Wanken Family Chiropractic 

Warren Schneider and Linda Robertson 

Wild Mountain 

Financial Donors  

Allied Chiropractic 

Kate Smith 

Prescott Chiropractic 

 



 

 

It is no secret that the St. Croix Valley has changed in 

recent years. The valley is growing, and changing, and 

nonprofit agencies are being asked to do more each 

year. As leaders in the nonprofit community, the three 

local United Ways serving the St. Croix Valley are 

committed to facing the challenges that lie ahead and 

continually ask, "How can we best benefit the 

communities that we serve?" 

The three United Ways serving 

the St. Croix River Valley 

examined that question and 

recently passed resolutions 

supporting the transfer of zip 

codes in Polk County, 

Wisconsin from the United Way 

of Washington County-East to 

United Way St. Croix Valley. 

As of July 1, 2010, 

communities in Polk County, 

Wisconsin will be served by 

United Way St. Croix Valley. 

Each United Way organization 

is an independent nonprofit organization governed by 

local volunteers and charged with raising funds for 

programs that serve a specific set of communities. United 

Way of Washington County - East (UWWCE) based in 

Stillwater, Minnesota has had a long-term and positive 

regional partnership with the United Way of Polk County 

(UWPC), serving Polk County, Wisconsin. United Way St. 

Croix Valley (UWSCV) based in Hudson, Wisconsin 

serves an area in Western Wisconsin that overlaps Polk 

County. Meetings between the three local United Ways 

began over a year ago and the leadership of the 

organizations came to the conclusion that a realignment 

of service areas was the best way to meet the needs of 

Minnesota and Wisconsin communities. 

"Our partnership with the United Way of Washington 

County - East has resulted in great progress in uniting the 

communities in Polk County and increasing the services 

available to those who need them most. Realigning with 

UWSCV is a good next step to be even more effective in 

delivering services," said UWPC President Steve Snell. 

"The administrative support provided by UWWCE 

through the years has really helped us increase our 

impact," he continued. Mel Sullivan, Board President of 

the United Way of Washington County - East affirmed 

that "Our United Way 

continues to highly value the 

partnership with our United 

Way colleagues in Wisconsin, 

as we work collaboratively to 

strengthen communities 

throughout the St. Croix River 

Valley." "The vision of the 

community leaders who 

formed these United Ways 

will continue to guide us as 

we focus on building stronger 

communities in Washington 

County and Western 

Wisconsin," added Marna 

Canterbury, UWWCE 

Executive Director. 

A key goal of this realignment is to increase community 

support for the programs and services in Polk County and 

create new efficiencies in delivering these services. "We 

are very committed to continuing our policy of making 

grants to agencies that help specific local communities; to 

the larger groups that serve the entire region; and for 

United Way initiatives such as Success By 6," said 

United Way St. Croix Valley Board President Pat Powers. 

 

UWSCV Executive Director John Coughlin said, "Letters 

were recently sent to the nonprofit agencies funded 

through the United Way campaign in Polk County to let  
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them know that we believe this realignment will lead to 

broader support for the important work they do 

throughout the county." 

 

New Board Members representing Polk County are Dan 

Draxler, Michael Hedges and Steven Snell. 

 

Businesses and individuals who support United Way are 

encouraged to offer their guidance and support during the 

transition so United Way can continue to meet basic 

needs, strengthen children and families, improve health 

and independent living and help connect people with 

services. Call your local United Way or visit 

www.unitedwaystcroix.org for further information. 
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Polk County Agencies  

American Red Cross - St. Croix Valley Chapter 

Amery Area Senior Center 

Amery Regional Medical Center - Volunteer Partners 

Boy Scouts - Northern Star Council 

Clear Lake Area Community Center 

Community Referral Agency 

Courage Center 

Endeavors Development Center 

Epilepsy Foundation of Western Wisconsin 

Family Pathways 

Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley 

FamilyMeans 

Girl Scouts of MN & WI River Valleys 

Interfaith Caregivers of Polk County 

Kinship of Polk County 

Moms and Dads Against MethðButterfly House 

Positive Alternatives 

Restorative Justice of Northwest WI 

St. Croix Falls High SchoolðLAUFF II 

The Salvation Army 

YMCA - Camp Icaghowan 



 

 

Quick Facts  

During our October 1, 2009 ï September 30, 2010 

fiscal year, United Wayôs Food Resource Center 

distributed 152,213 pounds of food to local 

pantries, shelters and meal programs. 

 

The average meal weighs 1.3 pounds according to 

government estimates.  Using that figure, we 

calculate that during this fiscal year United Way 

provided 117,086 meals to people who would 

otherwise have gone hungry. 

 

More than 543,000 pounds of food and other 

products have been distributed since the Food 

Resource Center opened in February 2008 through 

September 30, 2010. 

 

Agencies Supported Through the Food 

Resource Center  

Baldwin Community Food Pantry 

Beldenville ï Our Saviors Food Pantry 

Ellsworth ï Pierce County Food Pantry 

Glenwood City ï WestCAP Food Pantry 

Hudson ï Christian Cupboard Food Pantry 

Hudson ï Community Outreach Meal for Everyone 

New Richmond ï Five Loaves Food and Clothing 

Center 

Plum City Food Pantry 

Prescott Food Pantry 

River Falls Community Food Pantry 

Roberts ï United Church of Christ Food Pantry 

Somerset ï Grace Place Shelter and Somerset Food 

Pantry 

Spring Valley Food Pantry 

St. Croix County Aging and Disability Resource Center 

Turningpoint Domestic Abuse Shelter 

Woodville ï Zion Lutheran Church Food Pantry 
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Food Shipment Sponsors  

We thank the following organizations for 
supplying financial support to help cover 
the cost of food obtained from our partner 
The Emergency Foodshelf Network : 
 

Andersen Corporate Foundation  
 
Dish and Spoon Caf® 

 
Ellsworth Order of the Eastern Star  

 
FEMA ï Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program  

 
Rotary Club of New Richmond  

 
St. Croix Electric Cooperative  

 
The Deerfield  

 
Xcel Energy Foundation  

 
United Way St. Croix Valley is extremely 
grateful for the generosity of SUPERVALU, 
Inc.  for the donation of surplus food and 
other products. 

 



 

 

 

ñParenting is the most important job weôll ever have, and 

weôre not prepared to do it,ò said Joan Sprain, University 

of Wisconsin Extension (UWEX) Family Living Agent. 

ñRaising children is a complex and challenging 

responsibility. Parents simply canôt do it alone.ò 

 

Outside influences  

Sprain added, ñMany outside 

influences affect the way children 

grow-up today. For instance, 

continually changing family 

structures, diverse cultural attitudes 

in child-rearing, and ever-greater 

differences in social values all play a 

role. These are just a few reasons 

why a parenting website was needed 

throughout the St. Croix Valley.ò 

 

Site benefits parents and early 

childhood professionals  

Through collaboration between UWEX and the St. Croix 

Early Childhood Interagency Council, a site that provides 

parenting information that is up-to-the-minute, easily 

accessible and low cost was made possible. ñThe new 

site is designed specifically for parents and is informative 

and easy-to-use,ò Sprain said. Parents and professionals 

can visit www.ParentingInTheValley.com and find 

research-based information along with classes in the 

areas of parenting resources, learning opportunities, 

family events, and training for professionals involved in 

parent outreach. 

 

 

UWEX and Council collaboration  

The idea to launch the website was initiated through the 

Early Childhood Interagency Councilôs Parenting 

Education Committee two years ago, and it became a 

reality through staff support and a grant provided by 

UWEX. Jason Lemahieu, UWEX web master, was 

assigned to help with the technical aspects of starting the 

site. ñJasonôs time was given in-kind. The site would not 

have been possible without the support of Jason and 

UWEX. We are very grateful,ò Sprain said.  

 

The site is a one-stop-shop for information on child 

development, creative activities to do with children, and 

much more. United Way St. Croix Valley is 

a member of the Early Childhood 

Interagency Council and provides financial 

support. ñThis website will give parents 

plenty of valuable information so it fits right 

in with our Success By 6 initiative,ò said 

Executive Director John Coughlin. 

 

Parents are most influential  

Children have many significant influences 

in their lives. ñThe truth is, children learn 

the most from their parents by watching, 

talking and interacting with the world 

around them,ò Sprain concluded. ñParents 

have a lot to say about what their children 

are learning, they just need the tools to do it!ò 

 

For information on valuable resources now available to 

parents throughout the St. Croix Valley, visit 

www.ParentingInTheValley.com or Google ñSt. Croix 

Valley parenting classes.ò Non-profits, schools or public 

organizations who want to submit information to be 

considered for posting on the website should contact 

Joan Sprain at Joan.Sprain@ces.uwex.edu. 

2010 United Way St. Croix Valley  
ANNUAL REPORT  

 

 

 

ñThis website will give parents 

plenty of valuable information so 

it fits right in with our Success 

By 6 initiative.ò  

- John Coughlin, 

United Way St. Croix Valley 

Executive Director 
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On January 18, United Way St. Croix Valley held its 

first Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service volunteer 

project at the Food Resource Center in Hudson. 

Approximately 40 volunteers worked to package 7,000 

pounds of food for distribution to local food pantries 

and shelters. United Way would like to thank everyone 

who volunteered and helped make this event a 

success. Special thanks go to Emergency Foodshelf 

Network, Hudson County Market, Hudson Bagel & 

Coffee Co., Hudson Star-Observer and The Purple 

Tree.  

 

 

 

Pictured on this page are many of the volunteers who 

participated in United Wayôs Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day of Service project 2010.  
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On February 20, a group of approximately 20 United Way 

St. Croix Valley volunteers donned Live United T-shirts 

and hairnets to pack meals for the victims of the Haiti 

earthquake. The event was sponsored by the nonprofit 

organization Kids Against Hunger and was organized by 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Stillwater, MN. 

Pictured on this page are many of the volunteers who 

participated in Kids Against Hunger February 20.  


