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United Way Food Resource Center Invites Community to Open House
United Way St. Croix Valley and Trinity Lutheran Church invite the public to an Open House celebrating the opening of the Food Resource Center that will serve St. Croix and Pierce Counties.  The Open House will be held from Noon to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 2 at 614 Badlands Road, Hudson.  United Way will provide coffee, cider, cookies and a tour.  
About the Food Resource Center (FRC):  United Way St. Croix Valley, through participation in the Hunger Prevention Council of Pierce County and the Food Resource Collaborative of St. Croix County, became aware of the ever-increasing demand for food supplied by food shelves, community meals and other hunger prevention programs.  
United Way partnered with grocer SUPERVALU and began hosting food drops to bring surplus food into the Valley so that those programs would have additional food for their clients.  The success of the partnership and the opportunity to add new partners led to United Way’s decision to build a warehouse facility in Hudson that will help supply pantries and other programs in western Wisconsin. 
“United Way did not own the land for a building but we found a partner in Trinity Lutheran Church,” said John Coughlin, Executive Director of United Way St. Croix Valley.  Trinity and United Way are “swapping leases.”  Trinity is providing land for the building and United Way is providing space in the Food Resource Center for Trinity’s “We Do Feet” ministry.  We Do Feet provides beds, furniture and household items to families in need.
Area foundations, businesses and individuals made generous contributions in order to make the FRC a reality. The Food Resource Center has a walk-in freezer/cooler and the capacity to temporarily store several truckloads of food until it is distributed to agencies sharing our goal of ending hunger in the St. Croix Valley.
“We’re really grateful for all of the support that we received from the community to make this building a reality because it will make a tremendous difference in the lives of so many people,” said Coughlin. “I hope that folks will join us to celebrate the grand opening,” he continued. 
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