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Viking Middle School Students Donate $5,840 to Success By 6tm  
This was the 23rd year that Viking Middle School students have participated in the Syttende Mai Fun Run.  The Fun Run kicks off the annual May celebration. The students use the run to raise money to support local charities and many, many thousands of dollars have been given to worthy causes through the years.
The 474 Viking students raised almost $13,000 this year. “It was an incredible effort by our students during a time when many people have less to share due to high gas, energy and food prices,” said Henry Dupuis, Principal.  One of the designated recipients was the United Way led Success By 6tm Initiative. The students donated $5,840.48 for programs in the Baldwin/Woodville area.  The vision for the local Success By 6tm (SB6) Initiative is: All children with the strong support of family and community will, by age six, have the necessary physical, mental, emotional and social development to successfully grow and learn.
Baldwin Area Medical Center, Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley, Baldwin-Woodville Area School District and United Way St. Croix Valley are collaborating to implement new and strengthened programs designed to make sure every child enters school ready to learn.  All Success By 6 program recommendations are developed by an expert work group and approved by the SB6 Leadership Board. Earlier this year, the hospital and United Way announced a two-year agreement to co-sponsor visits by a Family Resource Center parent educator to prenatal classes and a personal visit to mothers during their hospital stay.  They are also sponsoring Baby and Me classes at the Resource Center.
The most recent work group recommended that children aged 1 – 3 have the opportunity for developmental screening in association with school district Child Development Days held for 3 – 5 year olds. The group felt that this would be a cost-effective way to reach children at a younger age. St. Croix County Birth to 3, Family Resource Center St. Croix Valley and the Baldwin-Woodville Area School District will pilot the program in October.
Other United Way sponsored Success By 6 activities include providing funding for the Family Resource Center home visiting program for families needing one-on-one assistance; distribution of refrigerator magnets with important local telephone numbers and a new “prescription” pad that will help clinic physicians provide information and referral to early childhood programs. 

The cost of providing high quality early childhood programs isn’t cheap but studies done by the Federal Reserve Bank show that every dollar spent returns $12 to the public in the long run.  The investment by the Success By 6 partners for the Baldwin-Woodville area programs mentioned in this article will be over $35,000 this year.  United Way was still trying to raise about $10,000 of that amount from area businesses and individuals.  United Way’s Executive Director, John Coughlin said, “I was floored when I was notified that the students were going to donate over $5,800 of the money that we still needed.”  “I can’t thank the kids enough for this amazing support and for their past support for our Food Resource Center and Grace Place,” he continued. 

Anyone interested in supporting Success By 6 or in volunteering is encouraged to call United Way at 715-377-0203.
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Photo Caption: The top ten Syttende Mai Fun Run fundraisers present the check to United Way.  

Back Row (Left to Right): Principal Henry Dupuis, top fundraiser Wilson Gheen (with check), United Way’s John Coughlin and students Mercedes Johnson, Trent Lokker, Brandon Serier, Maddie Bishop, and Kayla Iverson

Front Row (L-R) Lucas Biniek, Payge Clark, Collin Loftus and Kayla Rettner

